
very blessed experience, 
and let us pray that we will 
not return again to the 
‘lockdown’ experience, 
and that, soon, we might 
live with greater normali-
ty. I pray a special blessing 
on all our families during 
this Easter season, and look 
forward to seeing more of 
you as the stages of the 
government roadmap pro-
gress. God bless! 

Last year I celebrated the 
Easter Vigil Mass alone: 
something which, under 
normal circumstances, is 
actually forbidden. It was a 
joy to celebrate the first 
Mass of Easter, but after-
wards I felt a great sadness 
because of the separation 
from everyone. Although, 
this year, we have not been 
able to gather in the num-
bers we usually have, and 

many are still unsure of 
returning to Mass, it has 
been a greater joy to cele-
brate the great liturgies of 
this most holy week, in 
company. Recorded music 
and curtailed ceremonies 
aside, we have, at least, 
managed to gather. Many 
of you may be meeting 
family and friends again for 
the first time for a long 
time. May that also be a 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Maria Crescentia 

Höss 
1682-1744 

Poor of a poor Bavarian 
family, she was a weaver 
by trade, but longed to 
enter the convent. The 
local mayor persuaded the 
Mother Superior to accept 
her, but she was resented 
because she didn’t come 
with a dowry. She was 
treated badly by the older 

nuns, but through humility 
and prayer attracted re-
spect and was eventually 
elected superior. She led a 
renewal in the community 
based on trust in God’s 
providence, renewed dedi-
cation to service, a life of 
silence, devotion to the 
Crucified Saviour, and the 
Blessed Sacrament and Our 
Lady, taking inspiration 
from the Gospels. 
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The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese 
of Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

PARISH PRIEST 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: 
OLG.parishes@rcaob.org.uk 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Vacant  
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Vacant 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
St Joseph’s Sat 6pm; Sun 10.30am  (Main porch)  
English Martyrs’  Sun 8.30am (Side chapel) 
 

Saturday 3rd  8.30pm   The Easter Vigil Mass Peter & Joan Jackson 

Sunday 4th 
EASTER SUNDAY 
 

9.00am    Holy Mass Int Frances Aston (Birthday) 

10.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Dec of Plant & Bailey families 

 12noon   Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

Monday 5th 
Easter Monday 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Mandy Buxton 

Tuesday 6th                
Easter Tuesday 

9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 7th 
Easter Wednesday 

 11.15am   Requiem Mass Anthony Thom RIP 

Thursday 8th 
Easter Thursday 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Iris Sanderson (SVP) 

Friday 9th                     
Easter Friday 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Canon JJ Welch 

Saturday 10th                  
Easter Saturday  

 6.30pm   Holy Mass for Sunday Maureen Boggins 

Sunday 11th 
DIVINE MERCY       

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Ethol Joseph Price 

Monday 12th 
Feria of Easter 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Frank Smithson 

Tuesday 13th 
Feria of Easter 

9.15am    Holy Mass Frank Beveridge 

Wednesday 14th 
Feria of Easter   

    Private Mass Special Intention (BMcG) 

Thursday 15th 
Feria of Easter 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Eileen Marrow 

Friday 16th 
Feria of Easter  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Philip & Mary McGough 

Saturday 17th 
Feria of Easter   

9.15am    Holy Mass James Picking 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass John Martin 

Sunday 18th  
Third Sunday of Easter 
(B) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Marie Reilly 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Malcolm Grandfield 

English Martyrs’ Sunday Mass From Divine Mercy Sunday, by utilising the side chapel and the upstairs corridor for seating, 
we hope to accommodate everyone who wishes to come to Mass at one Mass at 9am. This can be reviewed based on the numbers 
attending from week to week, but, for now, the 10am Mass will be discontinued. 
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Sacraments & Life Cycle events 
Baptisms Baptisms are going to be permitted from 17th May with 30 people attending. 
Weddings Weddings will be permitted from 29th March with six people attending; from 12th April with 15 and from 
17th May with 30.  
Funerals Funerals, including Requiem Masses, can still take place in church. The number attending funerals is limited to 
30. The number attending auxiliary acts, such as Reception into church and burial of ashes, is 6. This will rise to 15 on 12th 
April and to 30 on 17th May. 
All restrictions on numbers attending should be lifted on 21st June. 
First Holy Communions The remaining children for First Holy Communion will be able to receive the Sacrament after 
Easter. Children in the current Year 3/4 will start preparation after Easter. 
Confirmation The Confirmations which were scheduled to take place in March, and then rescheduled for November, but 
which haven’t yet taken place will take place after Easter.  
Last Sacraments The last rites can and should be celebrated when someone is dying, and there is no restriction on their 
celebration. 

 

Wishing all our parishioners a very 
Happy & Blessed Easter 



NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Parish Office & Parish Priest’s Open House  
Teresa, the Parish secretary is working from home. She can be contacted on 
email or by leaving a message at the Presbytery. Fr Julian is able to meet people 
in church, or speak on the phone and can be contacted by email, or phone.  

Sanctuary Lamp Dedications 
Dedications for w/b 4th April: 
St Joseph’s:  Harold Jones;   John 
Martin 
English Martyrs’: Frances Aston 
(Birthday) 
Dedications for w/b 11th April: 
St Joseph’s: Peter Morris;   John 
Martin 
Please put donation (£5 min) in 
an envelope. Write on ‘Sanctuary 
lamp’ and church and intention. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Anthony Thom. Requiem 
Mass will be on Wednesday 7th April 
at 11.15am, followed by committal 
at Keele Cemetery. 
And also for the soul of Irene Clews. 
The funeral service will be at Car-
mountside on Friday 9th April. 
And also for the soul of John Thomas 
Gater. Funeral Service will be at Car-
mountside on Tuesday 6th April. 

Requiescant in pace 
Numbers permitted to attend are 
strictly limited to 30 at a funeral 
in church. Please do not come to a 
funeral without asking the family. 
Those who turn up without their 
name being on the list will not be 
admitted. Thank you. 

parish giving 
We are trying to cut down on waste 
which sees us throw away hundreds 
of offertory envelopes each year. So 
please note the following new proce-
dures from April: 
Offertory Gift Aid Envelopes 
From April 2021 parishioners who 
pay their offertory by standing order 
will no longer receive a box of num-
bered envelopes. There may be an 
occasion when you would like to 
make a donation over and above your 
standing order amount so there will 
be gift aid envelopes available in each 
church to enable you to do this. Box-
es of numbered envelopes will still be 
available for parishioners who do not 
pay by standing order.  
Non-Gift Aid Envelopes 
We will not be ordering numbered 
envelopes for parishioners who are 
not able to gift aid their donation. 
Your donation can be made loose or 
you can have a box of unnumbered 
envelopes. Please think about wheth-
er you really need a box of enve-
lopes. 

Second Sunday of Easter: John 20:19-31 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and 
his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the 
Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those 
whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ Thomas, called the Twin, who 
was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he an-
swered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I 
can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with 
them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but be-
lieve.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those 
who have not seen and yet believe.’ There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not 
recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
this you may have life through his name. 

 Third Sunday of Easter: Luke 24:35-48 

The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread. 
They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you!’ In a state 
of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But he said, ‘Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts 
rising in your hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and 
bones as you can see I have.’ And as he said this he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that they still could 
not believe it, and they stood there dumbfounded; so he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ And they offered him 
a piece of grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes. Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I 
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be ful-
filled.’ He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So you see how it is written that the 
Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.’ 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draws: 21/3/2021 
£20 98 J Green; £10 38 H Kent. 
28/3/2021 £20 G Chappell; £10 149 
C Hulme. 04/04/2021 £20 J Gib-
son; £10 33 M Lovatt. Monthly 
Draw:  £50 68 C Hewitt; £25 182 A 
Phillips; £25 40 B McGough. Month-
ly and quarterly payments are now 
due.  


